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How can cities become more resilient?  A key challenge is creating resilience at the neighbourhood level - an 

often overlooked scale. Resilience strategies can enable local communities to thrive in response to rapid climate 

change and deal with uncertainty and disruption. However, the current emphasis of resilience planning remains 

relatively top down, with local authorities still producing strategies for local neighbourhoods rather than with 

them. With increasing resource constraints in the UK, local government can increase its leverage and impact by 

moving from the role of provider to enabler. At the same time, built environment professionals will need to 

develop new capacities to mediate between these authorities and their local communities. 

 

The co-production approach shifts the power relationships involving built environment services and production. 

This helps to address the underlying social injustice and inequitable urban environments. To achieve resilience at 

the neighbourhood level, the co-production process seeks a genuine partnership between parties.  Such a 

bottom-up approach allows local communities to engage directly with other stakeholders and also creates new 

resilience capacities within those communities. This emerging area was explored in the recent special issue, 'Co-

producing Neighbourhood Resilience' in Building Research & Information, which examined numerous cases of co-

production from an interdisciplinary perspective. It demonstrates the viability and benefits that arise from the 

co-production process.  

 

This debate explores some implications and challenges of what co-production means for local government and 

professionals. Several questions are specifically raised:  

• For built environment professionals - how can their role alter to accommodate the facilitation between 

governing bodies and local communities?  

• Where are the specific challenges in co-production at the community level? How can they be 

overcome?  

• What lessons can be learned for developing capacities, and demonstrator models?  

• What are the politico-ecological dynamics that operate in this process? How is this used to empower 

communities through the production of resilient neighbourhoods?  

• What are the research, practice and policy implications of neighbourhood co-produced resilience 

strategies? 

 

These questions will be discussed in relation to current practice and new initiatives with contributions from the 

invited panel and afterwards from the audience. 
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Speakers 
Chair: TBC 
 
Introduction: Professors Fionn Stevenson and Doina Petrescu (The University of Sheffield, School of Architecture) 
What is co-production and what have we learned? 
 
Panelists  
 
Policy Speaker: Barra MacRuari (Director of Place, Bristol)  
Co-production and Resilience in the planning process / what can local authorities do? 
 
Research speaker: TBC  
Co-production with researchers / what can higher education contribute? 
 
Practice speaker: Dr. Dorte -Rich Jorgensen  (Sustainability consultant engineer, Aitkins Global)  
Co-production and teamwork / how does it work in practice? 
 
Research speaker: Dr. Meike Shalk (KTH University, Stockholm, Sweden)  
Co-production on the Ground / how to set it up? 
 
Client Speaker:  Nigel Ingram (Director, Aurora Estates; previously Development Director at Joseph Rowntree 
Housing Trust)  
Co-production and the client/ what is the client role? 
 
Venue: Room 13.18, Floor 13, The Arts Tower, The University of Sheffield, Western Bank, Sheffield S10 2TN 
 
Time: 5 - 8.30pm, Thursday 24 November 2016  
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About the Edge 
The Edge is a built-environment think tank and is multi-disciplinary in a landscape that is remarkable for the high 
number of single-discipline institutions it contains. http://www.edgedebate.com/ 
 
The Edge Debate is a process of thinking about how the built environment could be better. It involves the ‘why’, 
‘what’, and ‘where’ questions. WHERE are we headed as an economy, as a society and as a polity and does our 
built environment help us or hinder us? WHAT can we afford to build with the ever-diminishing amounts of 
carbon to which we are entitled? WHY haven’t we been able to improve the built environment in the ways we 
know we should have: such as energy performance, simplified building and planning regulations, inter-
institutional working, appropriate R&D investment and dealing with waste? 
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