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Building better places – who cares? 
 
Would new national policies for the built environment work? 
Could a Chief Government Adviser deliver them? 
 
In February 2016 the House of Lords Select Committee on National Policy for the Built 
Environment published its report and recommendations.  
 
The Committee sought ‘a coherent set of responses’ to the many complex challenges 
facing decision-makers, and ‘to consider the development and implementation of 
national policy for the built environment’. 
 
Committee members came from all main political parties and the cross-benches. They 
took evidence from practitioners, professional bodies, development interests, 
academics, amenity societies, central and local government politicians and officials. 
The Committee concluded that ‘as a nation, we need to recognise the power of 
place and to be much more ambitious when planning, designing, constructing and 
maintaining our built environment. Failure to do so will result in significant long-term 
costs.’ As of mid-May 2016 the Government had yet to respond. 
 
The Committee made key recommendations to improve the quality of lives and 
places: 

• Better co-ordination of built environment policies across government 
• Appointment of a Chief Government Built Environment Adviser 
• Taking better account of design impacts on work, health and the environment 
• More attention on building for sustainability and resilience 
• A strategy for long-term management of the historic environment 
• More sustainable communities through long-term rented housing 
• Increased support for local planning and place-making capacity 
• More dynamic and co-ordinated plan-making 
• Simplified neighbourhood planning 
• … and much more 

 
Could the Committee’s recommendations be delivered? Would a Chief Adviser have 
the clout and connections to deliver them? Would they make a positive difference if 
they were put into practice?  
 

Chair:  The Baroness Whittaker (Select Committee Member) 

Speakers:  The Baroness Andrews OBE (Select Committee Member) 

              Prof. Matthew Carmona, The Bartlett, UCL (Select Committee Adviser) 

              Ben Rogers (Director, Centre for London; ex-Cabinet Office Policy Unit) 

Venue: Committee Room G, The House of Lords 

Timing: Debate  6.00 – 8.00 pm 

 Drinks and networking – 9.00 

The Edge and the Place Alliance would be delighted if you could join us at this by-
invitation only debate. If you would like to attend please register by attendee 
name on Eventbrite. Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come basis. 
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William Buckland - Strategic Planner 
 
Peter Clegg - FCB Studios 
 
Caroline Cole – Colander 
 
Paddy Conaghan - Hoare Lea 
 
Dr Frank Duffy PPRIBA - Co-Founder 
DEGW 
 
Dr Garry Felgate - Assoc for the 
Conservation of Energy 
Rachel Fisher – National Housing  
Federation 
Prof Max Fordham PPCIBSE  - 
Founder Max Fordham LLP  
Andy Ford PPCIBSE - London South 
Bank University  
Simon Foxell - The Architects 
Practice 
Bill Gething - Sustainability + 
Architecture 
Jim Green - Baylight Properties 
 
Prof Peter Guthrie  - University of 
Cambridge  
Dave Hampton - The Carbon Coach 
  
Prof Colin Haylock PPRTPI  -  
Haylock Planning and Design 
Stephen Hill - C20 futureplanners 
 
Mike Hitchens - Pell Frischmann 
 
Sue James - TDAG/Ecobuild 
 
Dr Dorte Rich Jørgensen – Atkins 
 
Chris Jofeh – Arup 
 
Prof Paul Jowitt, PPICE - Heriot-Watt 
University 
Janet Kidner - Lend Lease 
 
Prof Doug King - University of Bath 
 
David Lindsey - Max Fordham LLP 
 
Richard Lorch - Building Research 
and Information 
Ciaran Malik - engineers HRW 
 
Dr Mike Murray – DMPIP 
 
Robin Nicholson - Cullinan Studio 
 
Prof Tadj Oreszczyn - The Energy  
  Institute, UCL 
Michael Pawlyn - Exploration  
   Architecture 
Adam Poole - Buro Happold 
 
Dr Sunand Prasad PPRIBA - Penoyre 
and Prasad LLP 
Lars Ostenfeld Riemann – Ramboll 
 
Andrew Scoones - ngenuity Ltd 
 
Prof Richard Simmons – Bartlett 
 
Oliver Smith - 5th Studio 
 
Simon Smith - Smith and Wallwork  
 
Lynne Sullivan – LSA Studio 
 
Helen Taylor – Scott Brownrigg 
 
Chris Twinn - Twinn Sustainability 
Innovation  
Prof Lorna Walker - Lorna Walker 
Consulting 
Dr Elanor Warwick - Affinity Sutton 
 
Jane Wernick - engineers HRW 
 
Prof Mark Whitby PPICE - WME   
 
Ollie Wildman – Ramboll 
 
Albert Williamson Taylor - AKT II 
 
Sebastian Wood - WME Consultants 
 
 
 

         
 

 
 

 

 


