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Does built environment policy work? 
And how should professionals engage? 
 
• What do we know about the successes and failures of built environment 

policy? 
• Can we learn anything from recent experience?  
• What role should professionals play in influencing policy-making and its 

effective delivery? 

In July 2015 the refereed journal Building Research and Information (BRI) 
published a Special Issue, "Closing the Policy Gaps: From Formulation to 
Outcomes", guest edited by Simon Foxell and Ian Cooper.  This Edge event will 
use the BRI Special Issue as the basis for an in-depth examination of the 
relationship between built environment professionals and the policies and politics 
that underpin so much of what they eventually design and build. 

The editorial of the Special Issue notes: “it is apparent that built environment 
professionals need to develop and maintain an informed knowledge base on 
why and how policy initiatives work. Such a knowledge base would both assist 
professionals to input into and work directly and effectively with those policy 
processes that define their ability to deliver successful projects and professional 
bodies to better fulfill their public interest obligations in relation to built 
environment policy.”  

The debate will examine policy for the built environment from the perspective of 
recent experience and consider proposals for new approaches with responses 
from invited commentators before the discussion is opened to the audience. 

Introduction: Simon Foxell, The Architects Practice  

Chair:  Simon Rawlinson, Head of Strategic Research and Insight at 
Arcadis UK and member of the Construction Leadership Council 

Speakers:  Dr. Richard Simmons, Bartlett School of Planning at UCL.         
Author of ‘Constraints on evidence-based policy: insights from 
government practice’, BRI Vol. 43, No. 4  

 John Alker, Policy and Communications Director, UKGBC 

 Dr. Kathryn Janda, University of Oxford. Co-author of ‘Telling Tales: 
using stories to remake energy policy’, BRI Vol. 43, No. 4  

Respondees:  Professor Fionn Stevenson, University of Sheffield  

 Clare Devine, Director Design Council Cabe 

 Ian Cooper, Eclipse Research Consultants  

Venue: Design Council Cabe, Angel Building,  
407 St John Street, London EC1V 4AB 

Timing: Arrival  5.30 pm 

 Debate  5.45 – 8.15 pm 

 Drinks and networking – 9.00 

Note: The Special issue of Building Research & Information Vol. 43, No. 4 is 
available free at http://www.tandfonline.com/r/closing-policy-
gaps for a limited period.  

 
 
 
 
 

        George Adams 
        Spie and PPCIBSE 
        Prof Roberto Amendolia 

Formerly CERN/ Italian Embassy 
Guy Battle 
The Sustainable Business Partnership 
Dr Bill Bordass 
Usable Buildings Trust 
Chris Beauman 
European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development  
Richard Boyd 
Arup Associates 
Jane Briginshaw 
Head of Design 
William Buckland 
Strategic Planner 
Peter Clegg 
FCB Studios 
Caroline Cole 
Colander 
Paddy Conaghan 
Hoare Lea 
Dr Frank Duffy PPRIBA 
Co-Founder DEGW 
Dr Garry Felgate 
Assoc for the Conservation of Energy 
Rachel Fisher 
National Housing Federation 
Lee Franck 
Arup 
Prof Max Fordham PPCIBSE  
Founder Max Fordham LLP  
Andy Ford PPCIBSE 
London South Bank University  
Simon Foxell 
The Architects Practice 
Bill Gething 
Sustainability + Architecture 
Jim Green 
Baylight Properties 
Prof Peter Guthrie  
University of Cambridge  
Dave Hampton 
The Carbon Coach  
Prof Colin Haylock PPRTPI  
Haylock Planning and Design 
Stephen Hill 
C20 futureplanners 
Mike Hitchens 
Pell Frischmann 
Sue James 
TDAG/Ecobuild 
Dr Dorte Rich Jørgensen 
Atkins 
Chris Jofeh 
Arup 
Prof Paul Jowitt, PPICE 
Heriot-Watt University 
Janet Kidner 
Lend Lease 
Prof Doug King 
University of Bath 
David Lindsey 
Max Fordham 
Richard Lorch 
Building Research and Information 
Ciaran Malik 
Ramboll 

        Dr Mike Murray 
DMPIP 
Robin Nicholson  
Cullinan Studio 
Prof Tadj Oreszczyn 
The Energy Institute, UCL 
Michael Pawlyn 
Exploration Architecture 
Adam Poole 
Buro Happold 
Dr Sunand Prasad PPRIBA 
Penoyre and Prasad LLP 
Lars Ostenfeld Riemann 
Ramboll 
Andrew Scoones 
ngenuity Ltd 
Prof Richard Simmons 
UCL 
Oliver Smith 
5th Studio 
Simon Smith 
Smith and Wallwork Engineers 
Lynne Sullivan 
sustainableBYdesign 
Chris Twinn  
Twinn Sustainability Innovation  
Prof Lorna Walker 
Lorna Walker Consulting 
Dr Elanor Warwick 
Affinity Sutton 
Jane Wernick 
Jane Wernick Associates 
Prof Mark Whitby PPICE 
Davies Maguire + Whitby 
Ollie Wildman 
Ramboll 
Albert Williamson Taylor 
AKT II 
Sebastian Wood 
Ramboll UK 
 
 

         
 

 
 

 

 


