
Unconventional Gas

Game Changer?

Edge Debate 23rd April 2012

Mark Whitby 



Business as Usual

• Gas too dangerous to rely on

• Energy independence a national requirement 

• Big drive towards renewables

• Nuclear Renaissance

• Russia has prominent role in global market

• Gas price linked to oil 



What if? 

• No significant major exporters

• Gas price not linked to oil

• Significantly lower gas price

• Switch from coal to gas generation

• Gas acts as bridge to low carbon technology

• Wealth shift away from gas exporters 



Tale of Two Continents

• America already at the What If? 

• Europe still tied to Business as Usual.



Henry Hub Gas Price
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Estimate of US Recoverable Shall Gas Resource



Estimate of European Recoverable Shall Gas Reserves



Estimate of World Recoverable Shall Gas Reserves



Map of UK Potential Shall Gas Resource



World Unconventional Gas Resource



World Shale Gas Resource Mapped



Total Potential Gas Resource



Current Pricing Mechanisms



Generation Costs Comparisons 



CO2 Consequences of Switch from Coal to Gas



Current and Potential Licsencing 



Game Changed in the US


