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‘A critical evaluation of context’

Our past, your future: making 
the most of what we’ve got



Hooke Park 1997 revisited 2015

1965 2002



National Automotive Innovative Centre at the University of Warwick: 
design and research centre for JLR and Tata Motors 33,000m²



The Edge is a multi-disciplinary think-tank for professionals in 
the Built Environment:
• Set up 1996 with support of the Arup Foundation to bring 

civil engineers and architects closer together

• Meets monthly in one of our offices in London
o To consider current and future challenges
o To promote inter-disciplinarity

• 75 by-invitation debates, mainly in London, see 
www.edgedebate.com



6 Tasks for the Institutions 
to collaborate on:

• Ethics √
• Research dissemination √
• Cross-disciplinary 

education …..?
• Climate change X
• Industry Change X
• The Performance Gap √



France floods: Louvre to close as Seine 
rises further
BBC NEWS 2 June 2016

Buildings are responsible for 40% of Green House Gases 
but do we care…. enough?





Altrincham Market 11th Oct 2016

Making the most of what we’ve already got?



‘A critical evaluation of context’

Our past, your future: making 
the most of what we’ve got

• Lessons from St Paul(s)
• 2 retrofits
• 2 visitor centres

Context:
• Topography
• Climate
• Culture
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Lessons from St Paul(s)
• The myth of economic growth
• Diminishing resources
• Climate change
• Wars



St Paul’s Cathedral 1945



But now in Europe we need to make much better use of the 
buildings we have already got!

St Paul’s Cathedral 1945





Won in competition 1989
Stopped by recession in 1991









Wren’s Temple Bar was built in Fleet Street 
but then moved to Hertfordshire  in 1878
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2 retrofits
• My office
• My home





Cullinan Studio, Regent’s Canal















#IslandEstate
#GreenSkyThinking

@CullinanStudio







Climate Change Act 2011 requires 
UK to reduce our emissions by 34% 
by 2020 and 80% by 2050



View of Highbury Terrace in 1953 – originally built in 1776





Since 80% of the homes we will be living in in 2050 already exist,

we need to reduce their energy by 80% at 1,200 a day every day till 
2050…. 

but retrofit attracts VAT at 20%!



But many houses have been split into flats
and the whole street has been listed (ie protected)
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2 visitor centres
• Fountains Abbey, Yorkshire
• Petra, Jordan



Fountains Abbey
• Founded 1132
• Dissolved 1539



John Aislabie
Inherited Studley Royal 1695
Principal sponsor South Sea Co. 
Began ‘gardening’ 1718
South Sea Bubble burst 1720

Lady Ripon commissioned 
William Burgess to design 
St Mary’s church 1870-8 
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