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How the RIBA sees the practice landscape 

Small <10  80% 
Medium <50  17% 
Large >50  3% 

RIBA  2012 data 



The Rest of the World view of the practice landscape 

Micro <10  80% 
Small <50  17% 
Medium <250  3% 

RIBA  2012 data 

2014: One practice > 250 (290) 



  

Small <50  97% 
Medium <250  3% 

RIBA  2012 data 

2014: One practice > 250 (290) 

The Rest of the World view of the practice landscape 



Research – a definition  Irena Bauman RIBAJ panel Feb 2015 

Finding new knowledge and disseminating it to others 

Clear research question 
Clear methods 
In depth understanding of previous knowledge. 

Rigorously referenced. 



How architects use research  

Considered intrinsic to their work 
Project focused; client needs in particular 
Little use of external or public funding 
Mostly technical/ functional 
Post occupancy evaluation growing 
Some research into design theory, sociology & policy 
Broader research focusses on  developing sector expertise 
Weak links to academic and other research organisations 
Potential for research as separate practice activity recognised 



Research 

Rigour 
Peer review 
The REF 



Information 

NHBC - Understanding overheating – where to start: - Richards Partington 

Translation 
Technical + graphic skills 
Sense check 
Focus 
Trusted source? 



Funding 

Research Councils 
EU 
Innovate UK/ Technology Strategy Board 
Others 

Foreign language 
Bureaucracy 
Time and timing 
Shoehorning 
Competitiveness 
Track record. 

Clients 
Self (investment) 



Who’s offering? 

EPSRC EngD programme – a bridge into practice 
Academia as servant of practice? 


